
Solving the Clay Conundrum: Landscape 
Drainage for Bondurant, IA Properties 
Water is a force of nature. When controlled, it brings life to a garden. 
When uncontrolled, it destroys foundations. For homeowners in 
Bondurant, IA, water management is arguably the most critical 
aspect of landscaping. The region is defined by heavy clay soils that 
drain slowly. After a heavy Midwest thunderstorm, it is not 
uncommon to see "lakes" forming in backyards or, worse, water 
seeping into basements. 

Understanding the geology of Bondurant, IA is the first step toward 
solving these issues. Unlike sandy soils that let water pass right 
through, clay particles pack together tightly, creating an impermeable 
barrier. When the ground is saturated, the water has nowhere to go 
but sideways—often right toward your home. 

The Dangers of Negative Grade 

The ground surrounding your home should always slope away from 
the foundation. This is known as "positive grade." However, over time, 
the backfill soil around a house settles. This is especially common in 
the rapid-growth neighborhoods of Bondurant, IA. This settling 
creates a "negative grade," acting like a funnel that directs roof runoff 
and rainwater directly against your basement walls. 

The resulting hydrostatic pressure can crack foundations and lead to 
costly flooding repairs. A professional landscape team can correct this 
by bringing in fill dirt to re-grade the perimeter of the home, ensuring 
a slope that sheds water safely away. 

Burying Downspouts: A Simple Fix 

One of the most effective drainage upgrades you can make is burying 
your downspouts. Most homes have downspouts that dump water just 
a foot or two from the foundation. During a 1-inch rain event, a 2,000-
square-foot roof sheds over 1,200 gallons of water. Dumping that 
volume right next to your house is a recipe for disaster. 

We excavate trenches and install rigid PVC piping connected to your 
downspouts. We transport this water 20, 30, or even 50 feet away 
from the home, releasing it into a lower area of the yard or a storm 
drain via a "pop-up emitter." This keeps your foundation dry and 
prevents erosion in your flower beds. 

French Drains for Swampy Yards 
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If you have a low spot in your yard that stays wet for days, killing your 
grass and breeding mosquitoes, you may need a French Drain. This 
system involves digging a trench, lining it with geotechnical fabric, 
and filling it with clean gravel and a perforated pipe. Water takes the 
path of least resistance, flowing into the gravel and pipe, which then 
shuttles it out of the yard. French drains are a staple solution for the 
flat, clay-heavy topography of Bondurant, IA. 

Dry Creek Beds: Beauty Meets Function 

Drainage solutions don't have to be ugly buried pipes. A "Dry Creek 
Bed" is a landscape feature designed to manage surface runoff. We use 
varying sizes of river rock and boulders to construct a channel that 
looks like a natural stream bed. When it rains, it acts as a high-
capacity canal to move water across your property without washing 
away mulch or soil. When it is dry, it adds texture and visual interest 
to the landscape. It is a popular choice for Bondurant, IA 
homeowners who want to solve a problem while enhancing curb 
appeal. 

Sump Pump Discharge Management 

Almost every home in Bondurant, IA relies on a sump pump to keep 
the basement dry. But where does that pump discharge the water? If 
the hose is just laying on the lawn, it creates a mud pit and often 
recirculates the water right back down to the foundation drain tile. We 
can bury your sump pump line alongside your downspout lines, 
carrying that water far away from the house. We often install a "freeze 
guard" or air gap to ensure the pump can still operate even if the 
buried line freezes in winter. 

Conclusion 

Ignoring drainage problems is a gamble that rarely pays off. The cost 
of waterproofing a basement or fixing a cracked foundation is 
astronomical compared to the cost of proper landscape drainage. By 
addressing the clay soil issues head-on with professional grading and 
water management systems, you protect your biggest investment. For 
residents of Bondurant, IA, Larkin Landscape & Design offers the 
engineered solutions needed to keep your property high and dry. 

 


